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Introduction

• Three higher-order child 

temperament superfactors:

(1) Surgency

(2) Negative Affectivity

(3) Effortful Control

(Rothbart, 2001)

• Children who exhibit elevated 

levels of surgency, negative 

affectivity, and poor effortful 

control are more likely to develop 

externalizing behaviors

(Dollar & Stifter, 2016) 

• Unclear if certain temperament 

constructs may precede specific 

forms of children’s externalizing 

problems

Aim

Examine three dimensions of child 

temperament as antecedents of distinct 

externalizing problem domains 

including callous-unemotional (CU) 

traits, conduct problems, oppositional 

defiance, and ADHD symptoms

Participants

Sample

• 243 children and their families

• 56% girls

• Mage at W1 = 4.6 years

Ethnicity/Race

• 48% Black

• 43% White

• 9% Multi-racial or Other

• 16% Latino

Socio-economic Status

• Median income: $36,000

• 69% received public assistance
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Conceptual depiction of SEM of children’s temperament dimension predicting 

residualized change in their later externalizing behaviors. 

(a) autoregressive paths and (b) structural paths

Conclusions

• Highlights that children with certain temperamental dispositions may be more at risk for developing certain forms 

of externalizing psychopathology

• Identification of specific temperamental antecedents that underpin distinct dimensions of children’s externalizing 

behavior may provide insights for the ongoing development of targeted early childhood interventions
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