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Aims Participants Conclusions

Examine whether higher cortisol
reactivity is predictive of SPS
characteristics including
children’s constructive problem-
solving (CPS) abilities and their
hostile intent attribution (HIA)
one year later.

Determine if affective attention
bias moderates the association
between cortisol reactivity and
SPS.

Sample

« 238 children and their families
@ 52% girls

+ Mage at Wave | = 4.4 years

Ethnicity/Race
<+ 68% White
> 18% Black
» 14% Multiracial or Other
» 16% Latino

Socioeconomic Status
% Median Income = $73,000

%

\* 36% receiving public assistance J

Understanding the impact children’s stress response has on their ability to construct effective
solutions to complex social situations offers insight into what aspects of development future
interventions should be targeting.

+ This is especially vital for children growing up in high stress environments who are more likely
exhibit cortisol production impairment (Repetti et al., 2011).

Additionally, our research provides partial evidence for the moderating effects of affective attention
\\bias on the association between cortisol reactivity and SPS.

Acknowledgements

This research was conducted at the Mt. Hope Family Center and was supported by the Eunice Kennedy Shiver
national Institute of Child Health fellowship RO1 HD094829 awarded to Patrick T. Davies and Melissa L.
\§turge-App1e. We are grateful to the families and staff who participated in this project. )




